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NIKOLAY POPOV, Editor-in-Chief  

FOREWORD 

The Conference 

This volume contains papers submitted to the 4th International Conference on "Comparative 
Education and Teacher Training", organized by the Bulgarian Comparative Education Society, 
hosted by the Faculty of Primary and Preschool Education of Sofia University, and held in 
May 2006. 

The overall goal of the conference is to focus academic discussions on the role of 
Comparative Education and new practices in teacher training.  

The conference objectives are: (1) to examine different approaches to the role of 
Comparative Education as a science, research methodology, and academic discipline; (2) to 
develop linkages with colleagues who work in various teacher training programs at 
universities, colleges, and institutes around the world; (3) to outline prospects for the 
development of education policy at the institutional, regional, national and international level. 

Organizing this Conference is our way of being an integral part of the international 
comparative education community. The Conference is also our modest attempt to contribute 
to a better understanding of the past, present and future of the field.  

The Bulgarian Comparative Education Society 
The Bulgarian Comparative Education Society (BCES) was founded in Sofia in October 
1991. Since March 1992 it has been a constituent member-society of the World Council of 
Comparative Education Societies (WCCES).  

The BCES is very small. It is perhaps the smallest society in the WCCES. Yet despite 
its size, the BCES tries to play an active role in the Southeast European region and keeps 
close contacts with the WCCES Secretariat and many member-societies. 

The Host  
The Faculty of Primary and Preschool Education of Sofia University is the host of the 
conference. 

Sofia University is the first institution of higher education in Bulgaria, established in 
1888. Its history is an embodiment and a continuation of centuries of cultural and educational 
tradition in this country. Sofia University has always been the largest and most prestigious 
educational and scientific center in Bulgaria. Today it has 15 Faculties with 75 degree 
programs.  

The Faculty of Primary and Preschool Education was founded in 1983. During the 23 
years of its existence the Faculty has constantly updated curricula and programs to keep 
abreast of both developments in pedagogical scholarship and social demands. Since 
1997/1998 there have been established 8 degree programs at the Faculty, as follows: 
Preschool and Primary School Education; Primary School Education and Foreign Language 
Teaching; Preschool Education and Foreign Language Teaching; Special Education; Social 
Education; Music Education; Fine Arts Education; Speech Therapy.  

The book 
The book consists of forty papers, written by fifty authors. In the beginning of the book there 
are a front paper and a keynote address. The other thirty-eight papers are grouped into three 
parts: (1) Comparative Education as a Teacher Training Discipline: history, problems and 
approaches; (2) Teacher Training: curricula, innovations and new strategies; (3) Education 

 



Policy: developments, insights and trends. There are also editorial introductions to the three 
parts. 

All papers in the book provide their own significant contributions to defining problems, 
clarifying concepts, discussing phenomena, and examining different approaches to the 
challenging topics of Comparative Education, Teacher Training and Education Policy. 
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